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Abstract

Sa’id Nursi was one of the Muslim thinkers who contributed to the renewal of the
Islamic thought during the last century. Modernity was the heaviest challenge faced by
the Muslim thinkers. The main issue questioned was the concept of Justice. A new and
comprehensive rethinking of the issue was necessary. Nursi endeavored to harmonize
between the essence of religion and the problems of his time. The concept of Justice
was mainly disputed between two extreme trends in the traditionalist thought. Ashd irah
believed that Justice is not eternal and the only way for its determination is the Divine
revelation. In contrast, Mu ‘tazilah had demonstrated Justice as that which is totally
eternal and they had positioned the role of revelation as secondary and descriptive. The
secular trend ignored the role of revelation in establishment of Justice. Nursi was under
huge challenges from both sides. He rethought the issue and addressed the concept from
different angles. He concluded that Justice is one of seven universal laws which are
manifestations of Allah’s Great Names. Besides that, it is one of the main objectives of
the Qur’an. Since justice is one of the faculties of the Qur’an, it can never be abrogated,
nor can it be removed. It is permanent, eternal and indivisible. However, Justice is a
universal fact. The Universe and Revelation are two parallel words of the God and their
laws are manifestations of Allah’s nice names and attributes. Therefore, no conflict
between the two facts can be observed, nor can it be imagined.
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Umar Chapra, Islam and the Economic Challenge (Leicester: The Islamic Foundation,
1992), p. 1.
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